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1.- The Junta's first post-coup contacts with local and 
foreign media have taken place and the rules of the 
game are now known to all. This morning editors of 
local newspapers and magazines were called to Military 
Headquarters and presented with a code of "principles 
and proceedures to which the mass communications media 
should strictly adhere." These principles included 
"defense of the family institution; strict respect for 
the dignity, honor and reputation of individuals and 


an i f es ta t i ons . ' 


.- Prio'r- censorship of loc 






7 IF 9? 






in SITREP b , is now in full operation. Sources at I 
afternoon tabloid LA TAROE informed Embassy Press 
Officer that two items (neither of which was 
significant) had been removed by the censors from 
today's afternoon edition. 

3.- Representatives of the foreign media were received 
at Military Headquarters around one PM local time by 
interim Junta Press Secretary, Navy Captain Jorge Luis 
Arigotti. He outlined what the Junta's policy would 
be toward the foreign media. He referred to this 
"contact" (as opposed to press conference) with the 
foreign media and stated that "the only official 
information is contained in the Junta communiques." 

When asked if this meant that foreign journalists 
would not be permitted to transmit anything but the 
official communiques, Arigotti said:"you foreign 
journalists have certain requirements for your work 
and we hope you will exercise them professionally." 
Arigotti asked them not to "distort" the news and 
requested "collaboration when reporting matters other 
than material contained in the communiques." This 
was taken to imply that the Junta would not bother 
them as long as they don't publish anything outlandish. 
Who decides what is outlandish is not clear at this 




4. - While radio and television continue to be 
occupied by the armed forces and are broadcasting 
only Junta communiques and music, foreign newsmen 

still have complete access to international communications 
facilities. 

5. - COMMENT: This first go round with the media has 

gone fairly well for the Junta. They obviously want 

carefully 

to manage their, image with the med i a/ and „ they 

appear to be well organized. The crunch will come when 
the Junta makes mistakes (which are inevitable) and 
the i n terna t i ona 1 media report and analyze them. 

Another problem area may be the division of authority 
between the Navy (directly responsible for the media) 
and. the more dom i nan t Army . Before their rasaatSE^c meeting 
at Military Headquarters, foreign newsmen were kept 
waiting outside on the steps for more than ninety 
minutes. The meeting had been set up by the Navy but 
the newsmen couldn't get by the army guards at the door. 
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